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CHALLENGE  TO  CONGRESS-CUT  OFF  WAR  FUNDS 


BY  BETH  BURBANK 

The  bombing  and  killing  continue  in 
Indochina,  describing  U.S.  policy 
much  more  eloquently  and  accurately 
than  Presidential  explanations  and 
justifications.  The  administration's 
badly  battered  policy  of  "Vietnamiza- 
tion"  now  seems  about  as  effective  as 
Congressional  attempts  to  end  the 
war  by  passing  policy  statements. 

The  diminishing  role  of  U.S. 
ground  troops  in  Vietnam  is  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  vast  amount  of  U.S. 
air  power  heightened  by  expansion 
of  the  Navy  and  Air  Force.  "The  sub¬ 
stitution  of  American  pilots  and  sail¬ 
ors  for  American  footsoldiers  is  not 
ending  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia, 
much  less  participation  in  that  hide¬ 
ous  mess,"  said  Rep.  Shirley  Chis¬ 
holm,  N.Y.,  April  20. 

Simple  facts  support  this  statement. 
Troop  strength  in  Vietnam  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  at  69,000  by  May  1.  How¬ 
ever,  offshore  Naval  personnel  more 
than  doubled  to  38,000  and  Marine 
forces  increased  to  1,500.  There  are 
still  35,000  men,  predominantly  Air 
Force  personnel,  based  in  Thailand. 
The  number  of  Naval  vessels  off  shore 
is  estimated  at  43  including  6  aircraft 
carriers.  Seven  hundred  Air  Force 
and  Navy  fighter  bombers  and  about 
130  B-52's  are  being  utilized  in  the 
war  zone.  U.S.  air  strikes  have  in¬ 
creased  in  scope  and  number.  B-52's 
have  been  sent  farther  north  than 
ever  before,  and  were  used  for  the 
first  time  against  Hanoi  and  Hai¬ 
phong.  The  endless  struggle  to  insure 
President  Thieu's  reign  drags  on. 

Congress  has  not  yet  taken  any  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  ending  the  conflict. 
There  is  danger  that  in  this  election 
year,  anti-war  legislation  may  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  partisan  voting.  The  sole 
measure  that  succeeded  in  passing  the 
Congress  in  1971,  was  Sen.  Mans¬ 


field's  (Mont.)  "policy  statement,"  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Military  Procurement 
Bill,  urging  the  President  to  establish 
a  "final  date"  for  withdrawal  of  all 
U.S.  forces  from  Indochina,  subject  to 
release  of  POW's.  The  President  ig¬ 
nored  it  by  stating  "It  is  without  bind¬ 
ing  force  or  effect;  and  it  does  not 
reflect  my  judgment  about  the  way  in 
which  the  war  should  be  brought  to 
a  conclusion.  My  signing  of  the  bill 
that  contains  this  section,  therefore, 
will  not  change  the  policies  I  have 
pursued  and  that  I  shall  continue  to 
pursue  toward  this  end."  Congress 
must  cut  off  funds  that  are  paying  for 
the  war  if  U.S.  involvement  in  that 
conflict  is  to  end  and  the  troops  are 
to  be  brought  home. 

For  a  bill  or  an  amendment  to  be 
comprehensive  and  effective  this  year, 
it  must:  1)  Stop  the  senseless  bomb¬ 
ing  of  the  people  of  Indochina — 
North  and  South;  2)  Set  a  deadline  for 
withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  forces  in  Indo¬ 
china,  preferably  no  longer  than  90 


days ;  3)  Cut  off  all  monies  perpetuat¬ 
ing  the  war,  including  U.S.  military 
activities  and  operations  and  the  mili¬ 
tary  aid  and  "security  supporting  as¬ 
sistance"  for  South  Vietnam,  Cam¬ 
bodia  and  Laos;  4)  Stress  meaningful 
negotiations  at  Paris  toward  a  politi¬ 
cal  settlement  in  which  the  people  of 
Indochina  make  the  crucial  decisions 
as  to  their  future.  This  is  also  the 
forum  in  which  the  U.S.  could  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  return  of  POW's  during 
the  withdrawal  period. 

FIRST  MOVES  IN  SENATE 

Legislation  was  pending  in  both 
Houses  at  Newsletter  press  time,  with 
the .  first  moves  taking  place  in  the 
Senate.  The  Foreign  Relations  Cmte. 
voted  to  add  the  Church-Case  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  State  Dept.  Authorization 
bill,  calling  for  a  cut-off  of  funds  for 
U.S.  involvement  in  Indochina  by 
next  Dec.  31,  subject  to  an  agreement 
for  the  release  of  prisoners.  This  is 
an  absolutely  minimum  formula  for 
Congressional  action  this  year. 

The  Gravel-Mondale  Bill,  S3409,  is 
much  more  comprehensive.  It  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  17  Senators  including 
Presidential  candidates  McGovern, 
Humphrey  and  Muskie.  It  calls  for 
an  immediate  bombing  halt  in  North 
Vietnam,  Cambodia  and  Laos;  cuts 
off  all  funds  for  U.S.  military  and 
paramilitary  forces  within  30  days  af¬ 
ter  enactment — with  a  possible  30- 
day  extension  to  assure  release  of 
POW's.  It  permits  bombing  in  South 
Vietnam  during  the  30-day  with¬ 
drawal  period  if  Congress  is  given 
full  details  and  notified  in  48  hours. 

HOUSE  CAUCUS  RESOLUTION 

In  a  move  to  force  anti-war  legislation 
to  the  floor,  the  House  Democratic 
Caucus  April  20  passed  148-55  a  res¬ 
olution  condemning  the  bombing  of 
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North  Vietnam,  and  urging  a  date  for 
the  withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  forces  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  release  of  prisoners.  The 
measure  called  on  the  Foreign  Affairs 
Cmte.  to  report  out  legislation  along 
these  lines  in  30  days.  The  Drinan 
Bill,  HR14055  (identical  to  S3409), 
has  been  referred  to  this  Committee. 
A  push  for  sponsorship  produced  77 
members  by  late  April.  A  favorable 
reference  to  this  bill  was  voted  down 
in  the  Democratic  caucus  97  to  105. 

Plans  by  Rep.  Michael  Harrington, 
Mass.,  to  offer  amendments  to  the 
Military  Procurement  Authorization 
Bill  (HR12604)  in  committee  and  on 
the  floor  may  be  postponed  due  to 
the  caucus  action.  However,  he  is 
planning  to  move  that  Title  5,  dealing 
with  foreign  assistance,  be  returned  to 
the  Foreign  Military  Aid  Bill  and  the 
Foreign  Affairs  Cmte.  Amendments 
may  be  offered  to  the  Foreign  Mili¬ 
tary  Aid  Bill  and  other  vehicles.  Reps. 
Lucien  Nedzi,  Mich.,  and  Charles 
Whalen,  Ohio,  may  also  sponsor  leg¬ 
islation,  depending  on  the  actions  of 
the  Foreign  Affairs  Cmte.  Votes  are 
expected  shortly. 

In  an  April  18  statement.  Sen.  Mark 
Hatfield,  Ore.,  challenged  Congress 
to  adopt  fund  cut-off  measures,  say¬ 
ing:  "Eloquent  outrage  in  the  halls  of 
Congress  is  irrelevant.  Sense  of  the 
Senate  resolutions  are  naive.  Partisan 
profiteering  over  these  futile  acts  of 
escalation  is  irresponsible.  Congress 
must  simply  exercise  the  power  given 
to  it  by  the  Constitution,  and  cut  off 
funds  for  this  misadventure,  bringing 
it  to  a  close.  This  is  a  challenge,  not 
to  the  administration,  but  to  each 
elected  member  of  the  House  and 
Senate." 


"Ending  the  war,  and  not  just 
American  involvement  in  the 
war,  is  the  primary  requirement 
for  helping  the  children,"  Louis 
Kubicka  testified  for  FCNL  April 
5  on  S2497,  a  bill  for  a  Vietnam 
Children's  Care  Agency.  Clar¬ 
ence  Yarrow  testified  April  19 
on  S3390,  the  Military  Aid  and 
Foreign  Military  Sales  Author¬ 
ization  Bill  that  "Of  first  im¬ 
portance,  the  U.S.  must  end  its 
military  involvement  in  Vietnam 
and  the  rest  of  Indochina." 
Write  FCNL  for  both  testi¬ 
monies. 


Because  the  huge  U.S.  military 
manpower  pool  of  2.4  million 
"must  be  maintained  at  great 
public  expense  and  by  the  un¬ 
fair,  unpopular  and  unAmerican 
system  of  conscription,  we  be¬ 
lieve  .  .  .  assumptions  and 
'threats'  must  be  critically  exam¬ 
ined  by  your  Committee,"  Ed¬ 
ward  F.  Snyder  of  FCNL  said  in 
a  letter  April  6  to  Chairman 
John  Stennis  of  the  Senate 
Armed  Services  Cmte.  Snyder 
urges  public  support  for  Sen. 
Mark  Hatfield's  (Ore.)  Amend¬ 
ment  No.  914  to  end  induction 
power  by  this  July  1.  Write 
FCNL  for  a  copy  of  the  letter. 


MILITARY  PROCUREMENT 

Several  amendments  are  expected 
on  HR12604  (S3108),  the  Defense 
Dept.  $28.5  billion  procurement  au¬ 
thorization  bill,  when  it  reaches  the 
floor,  probably  by  the  end  of  May 
or  early  June.  Diana  Bird,  in  a  letter 
to  FCNL  District  Contacts  in  late 
April,  urged  support  of  amendments 
to  cut  funds  for:  accelerating  research 
and  development  on  the  Underseas 
Long  Range  Missile  System  (ULMS), 
starting  construction  of  a  new  aircraft 
carrier,  buying  48  F-14A  Navy  fight¬ 
ers,  and  stepping  up  work  on  a  new 
airborne  warning  and  control  system 
(AWACS). 

She  also  asked  support  of  amend¬ 
ments  to  keep  military  spending  at 
Fiscal  1972  levels  and  to  cut  funds 
or  to  eliminate  them  entirely  for  the 
Sanguine  nuclear  signalling  system. 
The  letter  (available  from  FCNL) 
called  for  passage  of  S3084  on  Viet¬ 
nam  ecological  damage  assessment 
and  of  S32  (HR34),  a  science  policy 
bill  focusing  50%  of  scientific  and 
technological  skill  on  domestic  prob¬ 
lem  areas. 


C.O.  STATUS  FOR  TAXPAYERS 

A  bill  to  assure  conscientious  objec¬ 
tors  to  war  that  their  tax  dollars  won't 
be  used  for  war  purposes  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  10  House  Members  April 
17.  HR14414  was  co-sponsored  by 
Dellums,  Calif.;  Rosenthal,  Rangel, 
Abzug,  Bingham,  and  Ryan,  N.Y.; 
Kastenmeier,  Wis.;  Conyers  and 
Diggs,  Mich.,  and  Mitchell,  Md.  It 
would  create  a  World  Peace  Tax  Fund 
which  would  receive  tax  payments 
from  those  who  said  they  met  the 


standard  for  C.O.'s  set  up  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  draft  law.  Send  50^  to  FCNL  for 
"World  Peace  Tax  Fund  Act." 


A  WORLD  EFFORT 

"The  time  is  here  for  hard  de¬ 
cisions,"  says  Maurice  Strong,  Secy. 
Gen.,  UN  Human  Environment  Con¬ 
ference,  to  be  held  in  Stockholm  June 
5-16.  But  how  strong  a  position  will 
the  U.S.  take  in  this  world  effort  to 
establish  and  finance  a  greatly  en¬ 
larged  program  of  research,  technical 
assistance  and  regulation?* 

Quakers  and  others,  with  their 
strong  interest  in  "The  Right  Sharing 
of  the  World's  Resources"  should 
support  the  broad  scope  of  "The  Hu¬ 
man  Environment"  as  defined  at  the 
UN  during  3  years  of  preparatory  dis¬ 
cussion  and  research  for  Stockholm: 
Poverty  and  disease  are  detrimental  to 
the  quality  of  life  as  are  pollution  and 
waste  of  precious  resources.  Ecologi¬ 
cal  concern  cannot  be  a  matter  of  the 
rich  protecting  privilege  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  poor.  The  industrial  na¬ 
tions  are  being  called  upon  to  exer¬ 
cise  restraint  and  to  assist  the  struggle 
of  developing  nations  to  raise  living 
standards. 

In  the  U.S.  Congress,  S.Con.Res.53 
and  H.Con.Res.503  express  support 
for  the  Conference.  Rep.  Seymour 
Halpern,  N.Y.,  introduced  HR13116 
on  "promoting  international  coopera¬ 
tion  in  UN  efforts  to  protect  the 
world's  oceans  and  atmosphere." 
Members  of  Congress  should  be 
urged  to  take  action  for  a  UN  Envir¬ 
onment  Protection  Fund,  a  global  en¬ 
vironmental  monitoring  system  and 
an  international  research  and  plan¬ 
ning  agency  to  protect  the  long-range 
interests  of  all  mankind. 

*  Send  40t  to  UN  Assoc.,  Captial  Area  Div.,  3143  N 
St.  NW,  Wash,  DC  20007,  for  "The  UN  and  This 
Beleaguered  Earth,  A  Discussion  Guide.” 


REINSTITUTE  FEDERAL  SERVICES 

"Restoration  ...  is  a  prerequisite  to 
self-determination,  if  the  latter  is  to 
have  any  credence  among  Native 
Americans,"  says  the  FCNL's  April 
issue  of  Report  on  Indian  Legislation. 
The  Menominee  Restoration  Act  (S 
3514,  HR14556)  would  once  again 
make  the  federal  government  trustee 
for  Menominee  lands  in  Wisconsin 
and  reinstitute  federal  services  com¬ 
mon  to  other  recognized  tribes.  Fed¬ 
eral  assistance  to  the  Menominees 
was  terminated  in  the  1950's,  bring¬ 
ing  a  period  of  instability.  Send  $1 
for  the  full  Report. 
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FOR  RIGHT  USE  OF  THE  OCEANS  AND  THE  SEABED 


BY  SAM  LEVERING 

"The  seas  have  been  poisoned.  The 
world  of  coral  which  spreads  like 
some  great  fairyland  of  beauty  and 
color  over  much  of  the  earth  is  dy¬ 
ing." — Jacques  Cousteau 

Whether  the  oceans  are  to  be 
carved  up  and  fought  over  by  strong 
nations  involves  the  right  sharing  of 
the  world's  resources,  the  stewardship 
of  the  earth,  prevention  of  conflict 
and  the  replacement  of  anarchy  with 
just  law  and  order. 

Because  of  these  principles  rooted 
in  the  spiritual  and  social  testimonies 
of  Friends  and  because  of  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  certain  Quakers,  the  FCNL 
is  giving  high  priority  to  the  oceans 
and  the  seabed  through  a  special 
Friend  in  Washington  program.  The 
vast  wealth  of  the  oceans  is  at  stake: 
oil  and  gas  under  the  seabed  of  the 
continental  margin,  hard  mineral 
nodules  on  the  deep  ocean  floor;  $12 
billion  of  annual  fishery  income.  Po¬ 
tential  ocean  oil  alone  is  estimated  at 
1600  billion  barrels.  Justice  is  at 
stake.  Who  will  get  this  wealth?  Will 
the  technically  advanced  and  power¬ 
ful  nations  take  all  they  can  get,  with¬ 
out  thought  for  weaker  nations,  thus 
further  widening  the  gap  between 
rich  and  poor?  Preservation  of  ocean 
environment  is  at  stake.  The  oceans 
could  increasingly  become  dying  cess¬ 
pools.  Peace  is  at  stake.  There  is 
danger  that  "the  flag"  (perhaps  the 
atom  bomb  now)  will  be  used  to  en¬ 
force  national  ocean  claims,  as  it  did 
earlier  in  the  colonial  Americas,  Af¬ 
rica  and  Asia.  World  order  is  at 
stake.  Robert  Cory  testified  April  10 
that  proposals  for  an  effective  inter¬ 
national  regime  for  the  oceans  (in  the 
U.S.  Draft  Seabed  Treaty  submitted 
to  the  UN  in  1970)  could  be  "a  vital 
step  toward  world  order  with  justice." 
In  testimony  submitted  to  a  House 
Subcmte.  on  the  proposed  Law  of  the 
Sea  Conference,  tentatively  set  for 
1973,  Cory  said  the  experience  of 
working  together  "could  be  applied 
to  the  crucial  task  of  controlling  the 
'mad  momentum'  of  the  arms  race. 
Might  not  the  negotiations  on  the 
seabed  be  the  point  of  breakthrough 
to  the  solution  of  mankind's  deadliest 
peril,  the  threat  of  nuclear  war?" 

Time  is  at  stake.  Technology  rap¬ 
idly  is  expanding  seabed  exploitation. 
Great  factory  freezer  ships  with  sonar 


devices  are  decimating  the  fish.  Nearly 
100  nations  are  claiming  more  and 
more  of  the  seabeds  and  the  sea — 
from  limits  of  12  to  200  miles  out 
from  shore.  Time  to  set  up  a  rule  of 
law  and  an  international  authority 
for  the  oceans  is  short,  before  vested 
economic  and  political  interests  make 
it  virtually  impossible. 

Faced  with  this  ocean  anarchy,  the 
UN  passed  in  December,  1970,  reso¬ 
lutions  declaring  that: 

#  The  resources  of  the  seabed,  be¬ 
yond  national  jurisdiction,  are  the 
common  heritage  of  mankind. 

#  No  state  can  claim  sovereignty 
over  this  area. 

O  This  area  should  be  used  for 
peaceful  purposes  only. 

#  All  mankind  should  benefit  from 
the  revenues  derived  from  exploita¬ 
tion  of  this  area,  especially  develop¬ 
ing  countries,  both  coastal  and  land¬ 
locked. 

The  UN  Seabed  Cmte.  (its  man¬ 
date  broadened  in  December,  1970 
to  include  a  wider  area  of  the  Law 
of  the  Sea,  including  navigation,  fish¬ 
ing,  pollution,  and  international  re¬ 
gimes)  is  now  considering  draft 
treaties,  articles  and  suggestions  from 
the  U.S.  and  from  over  50  other  na¬ 
tions,  in  preparation  for  the  Law  of 
the  Sea  Conference.  The  U.S.  Draft 
Seabed  Treaty  would  divide  the  sea¬ 
bed  into  3  zones  and  establish  an  In¬ 
ternational  Seabed  Resources  Author¬ 
ity  composed  of  the  signatory  nations. 
Out  to  200  meters  depth,  coastal  na¬ 
tions  would  exercise  complete  sov¬ 
ereign  rights.  From  200  meters  depth 
to  the  edge  of  the  continental  margin, 
the  coastal  nations  would  act  as  trus¬ 
tee  for  the  international  community. 

(A.  Barton  Lewis  in  testimony  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Senate  Interior  Cmte.  in 
April  said  ".  .  .  prospects  for  peace, 
fair  distribution  of  ocean  resource  in¬ 
come,  ocean  environment,  and  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  are  be¬ 
ing  injured  by  present  United  States 
outer  continental  shelf  management 
policy.  As  an  alternative,  we  suggest 
that  this  policy  be  revised  to  bring  it 
into  accord  with  the  proposed  U.S. 
Draft  Seabed  Treaty.  Specifically,  we 
suggest  a  moratorium  on  selling  any 
further  leases  for  exploitation  beyond 


200  meters  depth.  Write  to  FCNL 
for  Cory's  and  Lewis'  testimonies). 

According  to  the  U.S.  Draft  Seabed 
Treaty,  the  Resources  Authority 
would  issue  licenses  to  exploit  the 
deep  ocean  resources,  make  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  protection  of  the  seabed 
environment,  settle  disputes  arising 
out  of  conflicting  claims,  revoke  li¬ 
censes  and  set  fines  for  violations.  Its 
net  revenue  from  licenses,  plus  one- 
half  to  two-thirds  of  royalty  revenue 
collected  by  coastal  nations  in  the 
trusteeship  zone,  would  assist  devel¬ 
oping  nations.  The  Authority,  through 
a  dual  system  of  voting  in  its  Coun¬ 
cil,  would  protect  both  the  develop¬ 
ing  countries  and  the  most  industri¬ 
ally  advanced  nations. 

Adoption  of  the  basic  principles 
of  the  U.S.  Treaty  would  settle  many 
confused  national  claims  to  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  promote  orderly  development  of 
resources,  provide  for  equitable  shar¬ 
ing  of  ocean  revenues,  protect  ocean 
environment,  and  establish  an  effec¬ 
tive  ocean  regime.  But  some  valid  prin¬ 
ciples  contained  in  the  UN  resolutions 
and  in  the  U.S.  Treaty  are  under 
powerful  attack  by  the  (U.S.)  Na¬ 
tional  Petroleum  Council,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Mining  Congress  (hard  minerals), 
by  some  Congressional  groups,  and 
by  some  governments  at  the  UN  Sea¬ 
bed  Cmte.  There  has  been  no  orga¬ 
nized  group  to  rally  support  for  these 
principles.  The  outcome  is  in  doubt. 

The  Friend  in  Washington  Program 
has  come  in  response  to  this  situation. 
An  ever-widening  group  of  ocean  sci¬ 
entists,  businessmen,  international¬ 
ists,  environmentalists  and  others 
concerned  with  peace,  equitable  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  world's  resources,  and 
preserving  planet  Earth,  are  joining 
together  in  a  new  United  States  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Oceans.  Write  FCNL 
for  "Deciding  the  Fate  of  the  Oceans" 
(250  3nd  the  Oceans  Committee's 
"Tentative  Position  Paper,"  which 
includes  a  "Schematic  Representation 
of  the  Seabeds  and  Ocean  Floor" 
(200. 

We  believe  that  working  for  the 
right  use  of  the  oceans  is  in  harmony 
with  God's  purposes.  It  is  a  spiritual 
mission  to  which  we  are  called  in  this 
particular  point  in  history — a  practi¬ 
cal  application  of  God's  love  for  all 
men  and  for  this  world. 
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ROUNDUP  OF  DOMESTIC 
LEGISLATION 

The  Senate  Finance  Cmte.  is  now  in 
the  final  stages  of  completing  work 
on  HRl  "The  Social  Security  Amend¬ 
ments  of  1971,"  which  includes  the 
President's  welfare  reform  program. 
It  is  expected  that  welfare  legislation 
will  be  before  the  full  Senate  in  early 
June.  The  Finance  Cmte.  has  already 
approved  Social  Security  amendments 
which  increase  benefits  to  recipients. 
The  Committee  also  has  approved 
higher  welfare  payments  to  adult  wel¬ 
fare  recipients  in  the  Old  Age  As¬ 
sistance,  Aid  to  the  Blind,  and  Aid  to 
the  Disabled  categories.  The  expecta¬ 
tion  is  that  in  its  final  form,  welfare 
legislation  reported  by  the  Committee 
will  provide  less  in  terms  of  benefits 
for  recipients  in  the  Aid  to  Families 
with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC) 
category  than  does  the  already  re¬ 
strictive  and  coercive  language  of  the 
House-passed  bill.  FCNL  is  advocat¬ 
ing  that  the  Senate  adopt  stop-gap 
measures  to  have  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  assume  more  of  the  cost  of 
welfare  payments  until  such  time  as 
the  passage  of  adequate  legislation 
becomes  a  distinct  possibility.  Write 
to  FCNL  for  full  details  of  the  pro¬ 
posal. 

Legislation  raising  the  minimum 
wage  was  expected  to  be  before  the 
House  early  in  May.  HR7130  (Rep. 
Dent,  Pa.),  would  raise  the  federal 
minimum  wage  from  $1.60 /hour  to 
$2.00 /hour.  All  government  employ¬ 
ees  and  domestic  workers  would  be 
covered  for  the  first  time.  Equal  pay 


for  equal  work  provisions  (mainly 
applicable  to  women)  would  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  new  job  categories.  An  ad¬ 
ministration-supported  bill,  HR14104 
(Rep,  Erlenborn,  Ill.),  will  be  offered 
on  the  House  floor  as  a  substitute  for 
HR7130.  The  Erlenborn  bill  basically 
maintains  the  wage  levels  contained 
in  the  Dent  bill;  however,  it  has  sev¬ 
eral  major  flaws.  It  would  not  extend 
the  coverage  of  the  minimum  wage 
to  all  government  employees  and 
most  importantly  to  domestic  work¬ 
ers,  and  it  includes  a  subminimum 
youth  wage  of  $1.60  (80%  of  the  new 
minimum).  Minimum  wage  legisla¬ 
tion  will  soon  be  considered  in  the 
Senate.  The  major  Senate  bill  S1861 
would  provide  for  a  $2.20  minimum 
wage. 

The  full  Senate  Labor  and  Public 
Welfare  Cmte.  will  soon  take  final  ac¬ 
tion  on  child  care  legislation.  A  new 
bipartisan  compromise  bill  which 
combines  S3193  (Sens.  Nelson  and 
Mondale)  and  S3228  (Sens.  Javits  and 
Taft)  will  be  under  consideration.  The 
new  bill  is  expected  to  be  weaker  in 
the  area  of  local  control  than  S3193 
which  FCNL  has  been  supporting. 
(Write  for  Action  Bulletin  No.  94). 
The  compromise  measure  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  meet  more  of  the  objections 
which  the  President  had  in  vetoing 
child  care  legislation  in  1971.  The 
bill  is  currently  being  analyzed  to  de¬ 
termine  if  it  is  a  significant  step  to¬ 
wards  guaranteeing  the  right  of  all 
children  to  develop  to  their  fullest 
potential  during  their  first  five  years. 

President  Nixon's  busing  mora¬ 


torium  (S3388-HR13916)  and  his 
equal  educational  opportunities  bill 
(S33^5-HRl3915)  are  currently  being 
considered  in  committee  in  both 
houses.  Both  programs  were  outlined 
in  a  nationwide  television  address 
March  16.  The  busing  moratorium 
bill  would  prohibit  any  new  court- 
ordered  busing  for  desegregation  pur¬ 
poses,  until  1973.  Civil  rights  groups 
have  questioned  the  bill's  constitu¬ 
tionality.  The  Equal  Educational 
Opportunities  Act  would  provide  $2.5 
billion  (which  does  not  represent  any 
new  money)  for  compensatory  edu¬ 
cational  programs  for  children  from 
impoverished  families. 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  of  the  28 
Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  10 
Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  Wathington  Neiesletter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET- 
TER.  Editor:  Paul  Rrink.  Contrib¬ 
utors:  Beth  Burbank,  Edward  F. 
Snyder,  Sam  Levering,  William 
Lunsford,  Robert  Cory,  Diana  Bird, 
Richard  Thompson,  Jeanette  Had¬ 
ley.  245  Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  20002.  Subscription  $5.00 
per  year  ($8.00  air  mail  outside 
U.S).  Single  copies  50<.  Published 
monthly  except  Augnst-September, 
when  it  is  combined.  Second  class 
postage  paid  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


FCNL  ACTION  Bulletins— Back¬ 
ground  information  and  action  sugges¬ 
tions  for  Newsletter  subscribers,  issued 
irregularly  as  need  arises. 

Bulletins  cover  foreign  policy  and 
domestic  human  rights  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  disarmament,  UN  affairs,  economic 
aid,  agricultural  surpluses,  conscription, 
civil  rights,  civil  liberties,  immigration 
and  refugees,  and  American  Indians. 

—  Will  you  take  action?  Check  here 
and  return  to  FCNL  with  your  name 
and  address  at  right. 
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